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Evaluation and management of pleural effusions 















Different types of pleural effusion on ultrasound scan: 
a exudate, b empyema, c haemothorax, d complex septation pleural effusion

E. Brogi, et al. Critical Care volume 21, Article number: 325 (2017)

Thoracic ultrasound for pleural effusion in the intensive care unit: a 
narrative review from diagnosis to treatment





E. Brogi, et al. Critical Care volume 21, Article number: 325 (2017)

Thoracic ultrasound for pleural effusion in the intensive care 
unit: a narrative review from diagnosis to treatment

(a) and convex (b) ultrasound probe. The hyperechoic line visible within the pleural hypoechoic 
effusion is the metallic wire inserted to guide the introduction of the pleural drainage



CONCLUSIONI

• L’ecografia toracica rappresenta il «gold standard» per la 
valutazione dei versamenti pleurici

• Permette una valutazione anche del tipo di versamento pleurico

• E’ la tecnica da utilizzare per effettuare toracentesi e 
posizionamenti di drenaggi toracici
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