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GEROCOVID OBSERVATIONAL LTCFS

üPromuovere collaborazioni di ricerca per sviluppare nuove 

evidenze in aree in cui esistevano  lacune di conoscenza sulla 
qualitaӡ delle cure ed assistenza nella popolazione anziana

üRafforzare i legami e il confronto tecnico-scientifico  tra i 

professionisti del settore 

üPromuovere la condivisione ed incoraggiare l'elaborazione di 

processi assistenziali basati sull'evidenza di best practices 

condivise e specifiche per i singoli setting assistenziali



The GeroCovid  RSA is a  multicenter , retrospective -prospective  

observational  study  involving  residents  at -risk or suffering from

COVID -19 (suspected or confirmed cases of SARS-CoV -2

infection) observed  in LTC Facilities.
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ü The data support  the higher  risk that  

individuals  with dementia  may  have  in 

getting  SARS-CoV -2 infection

ü The mortality  of SARS-CoV - 2 positive 

residents  was  21.6%, compared  to 

10.8% among  SARS- CoV -2 negative 

symptomatic  residents   and 1.8% 

among  SARS-CoV -2 negative 

asymptomatic  residents

ü These findings  suggest  that  attributing  

death  to COVID -19 only  based  on 

epidemiologic  or clinical  criteria , 

without  confirmation  by naso - 

pharyngeal  swab  test, likely 

contributed  to overestimating  COVID -

19 related  mortality  in the LTC setting



LTCF residents  commonly  present  an  asymptomatic  or 

paucisymptomatic  form  of  SARS-CoV -2 infection . In 

symptomatic  patients , we  found  that  key  SARS-CoV -2 

infection  symptoms  included  delirium  and  fever  

(including  low -grade  fever ), alone  or in clusters.

A.Malara et al. Reports2022,5, 30.



Symptoms  of  older  adults  from  the  GeroCovid  LTCFs study , according  to  SARS-CoV -2 

infection  status. 

ü The 30% of  SARS-CoV -2-positive  

residents  did  not  report  any  

symptoms , while  over  70% reported  

at  least  one  symptom  

ü The most  common  symptom  in older  

residents  with  a  SARS-CoV -2 infection  

was  delirium  

ü The prevalence  of  delirium  as the  onset  

symptom  of  a  SARS-CoV -2 infection  

was  significantly  higher  in residents  with  

dementia  compared  with  those  

without  dementia  

A.Malara  et al. Reports 2022, 5, 30.


